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Tohoku Tourism PR Team has posted a new [& Update for Tohoku Tourism Promotion Crganization
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. . . Japan's Jomon Archaeological Sites in Tohoku Set to Join the UNESCO
Tokyo Summer Olympic Games Kick Off in Tohoku List of World Heritage Sites
Did you know that some of the 2020 Tokyo Summer Olympic Games will be held in Tohoku, the scenic northern region which is
as close as less than two hours by the Shinkansen bullet train from Tokyo? Miyagi Prefecture, where Tohoku's biggest city
Sendai, is located, will host ten of women's and men's saccer (football) games, while seven baseball and softball games will be
held at the foot of Mt Azuma in Fukushima Prefecture

Most of us won't be able to watch the games in the stadiums, but aerial views of the venues of the games are expected to be
broadcast, giving the world a glimpse of the region. Tohoku is historically famous in Japan for its beautiful landscapes, sacred
mountains, therapeutic hot springs and unique rituals. Miyagi and Fukushima in southern Tohoku are among the places
legendary haiku poet Matsuo Basho wrote about in his masterpiece travelogue “Oku no Hosomichi” in 1702
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Tohoku's Famous Summer Festivals to Dream
About Now and Visit Later

Tohoku, the historically-isolated northern Japanese region, is home to some
of the most spectacular, unique and ancient festivals in the world. Festivals
are held every summer and around the year in every town, village and city
across the country. What makes Tohoku festivals stand out of all are their
artistry, passion, scale, history and cultural aspect that have been well-
respected and passed down with regional pride for at least centuries.

Cancelled or downsized this year, these otherworldly spectacles normally ~ (§ "‘
attract people from all over Japan — and the world in recent years before the Q
pandemic — in early August. Among Tohoku's three must-see summer
festivals are: Aomori Nebuta Matsuri, which dates back to the 8th century
and normally attracts nearly three million visitors; Akita Kanto Festival which
usually receives over one million spectators; and the Sendai Tanabata
Festival which brings more than two million visitors. Aomori Nebuta and Akit:
Kanto are protected by the Japanese govemment as an
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