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Aizu and Christianity : The Light and Shadow of Faith
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In the shadow of Aizu’s serene Buddhist . \ =
tradition, there lies an undiscovered %'7$H*’A\§E7'ﬁ}b*‘yﬂyxfﬁ5§% AP S *JJ)_W
. D = Lo » SR 5 by b\ =t 2 20214118 HETHE20R
history of Hidden Christians. This report BB/ REENRHENR (2B THERREI3-46)
examines traces of Christianity that can B ES) B(EExvy D)/ h EEk Fik(EEAREMER=8)

be found in various places around Aizu.
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same time as the tour’s initial rise to popularity, the warlord Gamo Ujisato brought Christianity to Aizu in 1590. The leisurely

33 Kannons Pilgrimage and other Buddhist practices claimed the spotlight among common people, while a history of
persecution and martyrdom kept Christianity in the shadows. This report examines remnants of Aizu's “shadow faith,” which

Aizu 33 Kannons Tour, a historic pilgrimage which was designated as a Japanese cultural heritage asset in 2016. Around the
can be found scattered across the Aizu region.

In the past, Aizu was recognized alongside religious centers like Kyoto and Nara as a “Buddhist Capital,” due in part to the
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